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OIL PAINTING OF THE “TWO WAYS.” 





INTRODUCTION. 


FEW years ago one who did not 
attend divine worship on the Lord’s 
day was hardly thought respectable. 

The ranks of non-church goers were made 

up from the lower, and vicious classes. Not 

so to-day. ‘* Quality Hill” joins with 

‘Poverty Hollow” in furnishing its quota 

of non-church- goers. 

' Many of those who are called our best 
citizens seldom darken the church door. The 
Sunday excursion, the Sunday newspaper, the 
bicycle, the spirit of pleasure seeking, and 
indolence, all help to empty the pews, until in 
many places it is a serious question as to how 
an audience is to be obtained, and in some 
places the evening service has been abandoned 
altogether for lack of a congregation, 

We ring our church bells, we issue our invi- 
tations to church worship, we open our doors, 
we welcome those who come, but the fact 
remains, thousands do not come, and that 
number is rapidly increasing. Where the 
attendance is kept up, it is an unusual thing to 
find many who are not professing christians 
present. This is one of the serious problems 
the church of to-day is called upon to face. 
How shall we reach the unsaved, the non- 
church goers, the masses ? 

The open air service is one of the best 
answers to the question. This work has fallen 
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into disrepute in some places because it has 
been left to cranks, fanatics, and others not at 
all adapted to the work. The fact remains, 
however, that some of the best work ever done 
has been in the line of open air work, The 
first sermon was in the open air in a garden, 
God was the preacher. The text was ‘““‘Where 
art thou?””? Adam and Eve were the audience. 
The devil, as usual, was also present. Some 
of the grandest preachers the world has ever 
known were open air preachers—Our Lord, 
Noah and Nehemiah, Samuel and Saul, Jonah 
and Jeremiah, Peter and Paul, Elijah, Ezra, 
Ezekiel, Job, Joel, David, Daniel, Moses, 
Matthew, a host of Johns, headed by John the 
Baptist, John the beloved, John Wesley, John 
Knox, John Bunyan. 

Time would fail me to tell of Whitefield, 
Spurgeon, Moody and others, who by seaside, 
lake shore, country fields, and in city streets 
have proclaimed the gospel. For twenty-five 
years we have been holding open air services 
with the masses. At these meetings were 
men of many creeds, and many of no creed at 
all. Catholics, Jews, and “ all sorts and con- 
ditions of men and women.” 

These services have been held by day and 
by night in crowded city streets and in country 
lanes and corners, at fairs, races, and the 
circus, in the hop fields and on the cranberry 
bogs; with heated campaign crowds, and 
mobs of angry strikers, with lumbermen in 
their camps, miners, canallers, fishermen, 
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show men, horse jockeys, gangs of workmen 
on the railroads, Italian quarrymen, with pro- 
fessional gamblers, thieves, crooks, and fallen 
women in the streets at midnight, with hoboes, 
tramps, and pan handlers in the parks in the 
early morning hours. 

At one service we spoke to over a thousand 
men, most of them under the influence of drink, 
At another service, fifteen hundred Jews 
in the open street. With these various classes 
under many varying circumstances we have 
had large crowds, good order, successful ser- 
vices, and many souls. These results have 
been brought about, under God, by following 
carefully the lines laid down in this book. 

We began with no confidence in the flesh, 
and we have no wisdom or courage of our 
own now. We have sought to be taught 
of God, to follow the leading of the Spirit. 
He has given us these methods in answer 
to prayer, and because we were willing to 
be taught. We desire to give beginners 
the benefit of these twenty-five years’ 
experience. We have sacrificed any attempt 
at literary effect. We have boiled down, 
cut off, condensed and crammed in as_ best 
we could some practical points and helpful 
hints for want-to-be-workers. That this book 
may be used of God to inspire many to go 
out in Jesus’ name to the perishing multitudes 
is Our prayer. 
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An Open Air Meeting. 





Preliminary Preparation. 





Pray, plan, push, preach, and persevere, but 
look well to the preliminaries. The success of 
your open air service will depend largely on 
the attention given to the preparatory steps. 
In fact the success of your service is deter- 
mined before you go out at all. 

Study carefully the five prepa- 
ratory steps that follow. Our suc- 
cess in open-air work has been due to the fact 
that these rules have been closely observed. 


1. Permit. 

2. Place of Meeting. 

3.° Portioning out the work, 
4. Preliminary Prayer. 
5 


. Preparedness. 
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1.—The Permit. 


It is necessary in most places to obtain a 
permit from the authorities to hold open-air 
meetings. In cities the mayor has power to 
grant permit. Run no risk of being refused 
permit ; get some one with influence to apply 
for it. A politician is better than a preacher 
for this work. 


A In one city the mayor refused to 
Political give us a permit. A business man 

said: “I buy a thousand dollars’ 
Pull. 


worth of meat every month from the 
leader of the political party. I'll buy no more meat 
tillI get that permit.’’ He telephoned the mayor and 
the permit was given at once, 


(1.) Get a General Permit. That is, 
one that will allow you to hold meetings 
anywhere. In this way you will not be tied 
down to one place, but can go where you 
please. 


(2.) Always carry Permit with you 
when holding meetings, to show policeman if 
necessary. Sometimes the police are bigoted, 
or prejudiced against such meetings, but by 
recognizing their authority, and by courtesy 
you may win them over. 


Offended A bigoted policeman ordered us to 
Officer stop our meeting. We showed our 
permit, but he said we had no busi- 
ness there and must move. We asked 
him to suggest a good place. This mollified his wrath 
some, and he pointed out a grass plot near at hand. 
Addressing the crowd, we said: “ This gentleman, the 


Won Over. 
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officer has suggested a better place for our meeting 
than the one we picked out. We want to thank him 
and ask you to step over to yonder grass plot where 
we will continue our service.’”’ The officer was won 
over and ever afterwards was very friendly. 


2.—Place of Meeting. 


Much prayer, thought and time should be 
spent in selecting a place for the meeting. 
Workers often go out and choose a place hit 
or miss, so best results are not obtained. 
Select your place the day before the time for 
meeting. Look it over atthe time of day you 
are to hold your service, note position of the - 
sun, so as to get your audience in the shade in 
a comfortable position. Give your audience 
the best place. Note where crowd would 
naturally gather, see if it would block traffic. 
See if there are any who would object to your 
holding aservice there. It is sometimes a good 
thing to ask if property owners object, espec- 
ially if it is in front of a saloon. This will 
give you a chance to get into their good graces 
before the meeting. 


Go where the people are. The 
temptation is to go mear where the people 
are, and hope to draw them to you. Go 
right where they are, so that they can’t 
help but hear, must hear or move. Then you 
will have an audience to begin with. Many a 
sinner will stop to listen, who would not step 
out of his way to hear. This may bring you 
to a noisy place, but remember you are after 
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the people, not quiet ; if you want quiet go to 
the cemetery ; if you want the people, go 
where they are. One would not turn away 
from a pool of fish to another place where 
there were none, and by throwing in a line 
expect to draw them there. Put your line in 
where the fish are. Don’t pick out place 
simply because it is a pleasant place for a 
meeting. It is not a question of place but 
people. 

Select a place where you may 
Ihave a building at your back. 

(1.) The building will act as a sounding 
board, throwing the song to a greater distance, 
so that a larger crowd will be attracted. 

(2.) This brings all the people in front. 
You can see and speak directly to them 
without turning. 

(3.) It will prevent crowd from getting 
behind you. 

Select place with a building in 
front of you. This will make it much 
easier for the speakers. Prove value of this 
by holding your hand before your mouth and 
shouting “ hello ”’ several times. Notice how 
the sound is thrown back ; remove the hand 
and continue shouting and see how the voice 
is lost. Better still, try it in the open air, 
speak toward a house and then away from it 
into space. 


Avoid place with roadway be- 
tween your workers and the au- 
dience. The passing of teams will distract 
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attention. Bicyclists will often ring their bells, 
or call out something as they pass that will 
cause the audience to laugh. 


3.—Portioning out the 
Work. 


(1.) Leader. 

(2.) Speakers. 

(3.) Singers. 

(4.) Organist. 

(5.) Assistant Organist. 

(6.) Man to count the crowd. 

(7.) Man in audience to prevent disturbance. 
(8.) Tract-distributors. 


1—_The Leader. 


The service should be in charge 
of one person, he to have entire charge. 
“Too many cooks spoil the broth ’’; too many 
leaders will kill any meeting. 


2. Speakers. 

The speakers should be the 
best that can be had. Spirit-filled men. 
“Any old ranter” will not do. Only men 
with christian character above suspicion 
should be allowed to speak. Kill off the 
cranks or they will kill your meeting. Have 
prominent men that command respect of peo- 
ple, if possible, but have only those who can 
present the gospel in a plain, attractive way. 

Speakers should be cautioned to avoid 
church questions and controverted points. 
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They should be told exactly what is expected 
of them, and how much time they are to 
occupy. 

3.— Singers. 

Have a good chorus of singers, 
both men and women. Men’s voices 
alone in the open air are heavy. The ladies’ 
voices lend sweetness to thesong. Their pres- 
ence also lends sweetness to the occasion. 
Their presence will dignify the service and 
prevent disturbance. A well dressed, good 
looking crowd will command respect and add 
to the influence of the meeting. 

There should be a leader of 
the singing, one with a strong voice. 
This leader should give out hymns and direct 
the song service. We have been at meetings 
where one would say : “ Let’s sing number 10,” 
another would say, “ Try number 40.” Each 
one would have a favorite they wanted sung. 
So inappropriate songs and hymns that did 
not go well in the open air were chosen, and 
there was much confusion. This should be 
avoided. Hymns should be selected, and re- 
hearsed before going out. Some songs that go 
well indoors are not good for: outdoor work. 
You can’t make them sound out. Only those 
that have been tried and tested in the open air 
should be used. The leaders should make 
three lists of hymns to be sung, one for organ- 
ist, one for assistant organist, and one for 
himself. He should select at least half a dozen 
more songs than he expects to use. This list 
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should have the number and name of each 
song writen out, and should be in the order in 
which they are to be sung. Then the organist 
will know what comes next, and the assistant 
can have it ready so that there will be no 
break in the service. 

4.—_Organist. 

An organ is almost a necessity for an open 
air service. Good folding organs, that can be 
easily carried by one person can be purchased 
for $25 and upwards. 

Don’t be satisfied with any one 
but a good organist. One that knows 
how to play. One that can continue to play 
if the wind should blow the leaf over. Have 
one not easily disconcerted, that could strike 
up a song in case of any disturbance. Music 
will quiet a crowd and it is wise to sing if 
there is a disturbance. As there are times 
when there will be some slight disturbance, it 
is a good thing to have one song that all can 
sing, and that has a go to it, to use on such 
occasions. Your organist should be one that 
could be depended on to be present at each 
service or furnish a substitute. 


5.—Assistant Organist. 


This person can sit next to the organ, find 
the hymns, and have them ready on the 
organ, so that there will be no break between 
the songs. They can prevent the leaves of the 
book being blown over. They can watch the 
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leader and tell the organist when to begin, or 
when to stop. Often, in the hurry of going 
out the song books are left behind. “What is 
everybody’s business is nobody’s business.’ 
This helper can look after books, see that they 
are on hand, can see that they are gathered at 
the close of service, and can in many ways be 
a very useful person. 


6._Man to Count the 
Crowd. 

Not one person in a hundred can give any- 
where near a correct estimate of the number 
of people in an open air crowd. If there are 
one thousand present the average person will 
say there are about five hundred. It is impor- 
tant and encouraging to know the exact num- 
ber present at each service, therefore the man 
who counts the crowd plays an important 
part. 

Position of counter. It is a diffi- 
cult matter to count a crowd, but in the fol- 
Jowing way a correct count can be made. Let 
the counter stand with the singers and count 
the first hundred that come up; this is an 
easy matter, but as the crowd. grows it is im- 
possible to keep correct count from that stand- 
point, so the counter should leave the 
singers, and go to the other side of the street, 
clear outside of the audience, then by begin- 
ning to count those coming up at the right and 
counting around to the left ; then beginning at 
right again, a correct enumeration can be made. 
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An automatic counter is 2 great 
help in this work; this is a little machine that 
one holds in the palm of the hand out of 
sight. All the counter has to do is to press 
a spring for each person he wishes to count, 
the machine does the rest, counting up toa 
thousand and then beginning again. It is 
very convenient for keeping count of attend- 
ance at anv meeting. We can furnish them— 
at a cost of $3.00. 


This worKer a looKout also. 
From his position this worker can see and report 
to leader anything that would interfere with 
meeting, such as a coming storm, the approach 
of drunken men, or those likely to disturb 
meeting, so that the leader is put on his 
guard. 


Buffalo AS 4n illustration—We were holding an 
open air service at Buffalo Bill’s Wild West 
Show; there were four thousand people 
present by actual count. The counter was 
West. on the outskirts of the crowd. He came 
in and said, “ A man in the camp has just been hurt 
and they have sent for the ambulance. It will be here 
in a few minutes, and some one will be hurt unless you 
get the crowd out of the roadway.’ We stopped the 
singing and said, “ A poor fellow in the camp has just 
been injured, let uspray for him; they have sent for 
the ambulance, may I ask the people in the roadway to 
step back so the ambulance may not be hindered ?”’ 

The people did as they were asked, the meeting went 
on, in a minute or two the ambulance dashed around 
the corner, through the open space between the 
crowds down into the camp; only a few followed it as 
they had been told the trouble. 


Bill’s 
Wild 
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Now if this lookout had not reported this, 

the ambulance would have dashed into the 
crowd at full speed, and some one would have 
been hurt, and if not, the crowd would have 
stampeded after the ambulance to see what 
was the matter, and the meeting would have 
been broken up. 
The At this same meeting we used our oil 
painting of “The Two Ways.’ In one 
corner is a picture of a saloon. I had just 
Ways. finished speaking on the evils of intemper- 
ance when the counter came to me and said, “ Get up 
again as quick as you can, those two men in the buggy 
over there are brewers. I was by their wagon, and 
when you finished one said, “Come, let’s go.” “No,” 
said the other, “hold on a minute, Gibbud will be up 
and give it to us again, we'd better stay and take it.” 
Well, Gibbud was up again and did give them the 
gospel. 

We should not have been aware of either of 
these circumstances but for the counter in the 
crowd. Seldom was a meeting held that 
the value of this worker was not seen. 


Tw 


7.—_Man in the Audience 
to Prevent Disturbance. 


This worker’s position is a very important 
one. He can quell many disturbances, and 
“nip in the bud ” many plans to break up the 
meeting. 

Selection of worKer should be 
carefully made. One good-natured, 
calm, patient, yet firm, one with good judg- 
ment, but not easily angered. If he can be 
angered easily he gets into trouble. 
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Children who disturb the 
meeting. Children generally flock to an 
outdoor service and while some will try to 
disturb the meeting, others will disturb it 
without trying; they will stand and talk 
without meaning to disturb. This watcher 
can, as an outsider, step up to such and ask 
them to stop. One must not be angered and 
try to force them or threaten to arrest them, 
but pleasantly and firmly quiet them. Crowds 
of city children are a great trial to the open 
air worker, but with the help of a man in the 
crowd they can be managed. 


Dealing with the roughs and 
toughs. 


The watcher will soon discover any inten- 
tion on the part of roughs to make trouble. 
He can make his way around to them, and 
courteously and quietly say, ‘‘ Young gentle- 
men, (emphasis on the gentlemen) won’t you 
oblige me by keeping quiet, it’s very hard for 
a speaker to be interrupted. 1 know the man 
that is speaking, he is a good fellow, he’d be a 
friend to anyone in trouble, and if you knew 
him as well as Ido, you would not disturb 
him.” This will generally have the desired 
effect. 


Drunken men. Often men under the 
influence of drink will wander up to a service, 
and without meaning to, disturb the meeting 
by talking. Your man in the crowd will be 
on the watch for such, and get at them at 
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once, and often can quiet them by a word. 
If worker were not there, the crowd would 
urge them on as they are ready for any kind 
of fun. 

We often said, ‘Now friend, you’re a 
gentleman, you don’t want to disturb a relig- 
ious meeting, I’m sure, but you see there are 
some bad boys here that are ready to take 
advantage of anything for a laugh, and when 
you talk they will laugh so please keep quiet.” 
Some workers will stand and reason with 
such aman and keep saying “keep quiet” 
and make more disturbance than the man 
himself. If he will not keep quiet say, 
““Come over here, where we won’t disturb 
these people, I want to talk with you,” so 
lead him away. If one- is bound to disturb 
meeting, we used to say, “You’re evidently 
looking for trouble; if you want it, then come 
around the corner.” Then walk off, and 
your man will follow you around the corner. 
Then we said, ‘Now, if you want trouble 
have it by yourself. We don’t want any, but 
don’t come back to disturb that meeting, 
there is a penalty of thirty days in jail for 
disturbing a religious meeting, and if you 
persist in doing it, we shall call an officer.”’ 
This has always been effectual. The fact that 
your watcher is apparently an outsider gives 
him an added influence. 
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8—Distributors. 


There should be workers to pass through 
the crowd at close of meeting with invitations 
to your other meetings, or with tracts. Those 
with invitations can go through the crowd 
quickly, those with tracts will find opportunity 
for personal work, and can follow up good 
cases. Let each worker know what part of 
the crowd he is expected to work, so as not 
to double up. 


This work to be done during 
singing of closing hymn, not while 
speakers are talking. If your workers are 
passing through the crowd they will attract 
attention from the speaker. Have enough 
workers to go over the crowd quickly. Have 
everything ready before going out, tracts and 
invitations divided among workers, and each 
one know what is expected of him. One to 
take the right of the crowd, another the 
centre, another left, etc. 


4—Preliminary Prayer. 


“Prayer is mighty’ You may expect no 
mighty meetings without much prayer. Dr. 
Chalmers says, “the man of prayer is the 
man of power.’ Have much prayer before 
going out for your service. Pray definitely 
for 

The leader. 

The speakers. 

The singers. 
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For the people who gather at the meetings. 

The boys. The girls. 

The roughs. The drunks. 

For good order. For the songs. 

For the tracts and invitations. 

It is worth while to take up each of these 
things and many more and make definite 
prayer for each. Go out with prayer, have 
prayer on the way to the place of meeting. 

Let the leader exhort the people to con- 
stant prayer throughout the meeting. Let 
all the people be kept at some definite prayer 
work. We divided our workers, giving each 
section some one particular thing to pray for. 
One part to pray for the speakers, another to 
ask God’s blessings on the songs, others to 
pray for the audience. This gave each some- 
thing to do and prevented a spirit of levity 
from getting in. 

Don’t begin your meeting in 
the street with prayer. That is, with 
vocal prayer. 

(1). It is not wise to close your eyes on a crowd. 


(2.). The crowd will not be interested in prayer, 
and will begin to drift away as soon as you begin to 
pray. 

(3). You are not there to worship but to evangelize. 

(4). If you are praying secretly there is no need of 
open prayer. 

(5). Nothing is gained, quite a little is lost by it. 


This is our conclusion after watching it care- 
fully for years. As soon as one begins to 


20 OPEN AIR WORKERS HAND BOOK. 





pray the crowd begins to drift: the devil will 
put some one up to some mischief. It is 
sometimes well after you have gotten your 
crowd, and are sure of them to close with a 
brief word of prayer, mentioning the people, 
their homes and families in the petition. But 
be sure of the one you ask to pray, that they 
can pray short, or you will lose the good effect 
of your meeting. 


5—Preparedness. 


Don’t go out till you Know 
everything is ready, speakers chosen, 
song books in proper hands, hymns selected. 
Each person knowing what is expected of them. 
Tracts and invitations in the hands of those 
who are to distribute them. - Everything so 
prepared that when place of meeting is 
reached the service will run like clock work. 











SERVICE AT THE COUNTY FAIR. 








CIRCUS DAY MEETING BEFORE PARADE. 
GIVING OUT GOSPEL CHECKS. 
NOTICE THE HANDS REACHING FOR THEM. ) 
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The Meeting. 


Your place of meeting having been care- 
fully selected, the position of your workers 
determined, and everything arranged before- 
hand, as per remarks on page, 8 you are ready 
to start off your meeting with a song service. 


Position of Singers. 


Your singers should stand with their backs 
to some building, if possible. This will act as 
a sounding board, and also prevent the crowd 
from getting behind workers. 


Don’t form your singers in a 
circle. This is the usual way with begin- 
ners but not the best method for the following 
TeasSons : 

(1) If singers are in a circle the volume of song 
weakened. 


(2) The crowd will form in a circle, you will be 
surrounded ; it is better to have all in front of you for 
many reasons. 


(3) If crowd form in a circle the speaker can only 
face part of them at a time and must keep turning 
from one part of the audience to the other. 


Form the singers in a solid 
body. This is very important. The leader 
of a chorus masses his singers, so as to get 
the greatest volume, and the best effect. 

Form singers like soldiers, in a solid com- 
pact body. Those in the rear should use care 
about sending their voices out. Don’t sing 
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into the back of somebody’s neck ; sing be- 
tween the heads, hold your chin high, and 
‘sing up a little, rather than straight ahead, so 
that your voice will carry as far as possible. 
‘These may seem small things, but they help 
to draw a large crowd, and to make the ser- 
vice moze effective. 


Song Service. 

This should not be long enough to tire 
workers, only enough to gather a crowd. 

Don’t begin with familiar songs 
such as, “ Nearer my God to Thee,” Jesus, 
Lover of my Soul,” or “A Fountain Filled 
With Blood.” Amateurs usually do_ this. 
These songs are so familiar a street crowd will 
not be attracted by them. They will say, 
“Oh, come on, that’s a religious meeting.” 
If you use some of the new, bright, attractive 
songs, they will want to listen, and will not be 
so apt to disturb the singing, as they want to 
hear it. At first while the crowd is gathering, 
the lighter songs can be used, but later more 
attention should be paid to the character of 
the words. Now, one of the old hymns can 
be sung, it may awaken memories of bygone 
days. Toward the close of the meeting 
“invitation” hymns should be used. Don’t 
sing, “ At the Cross,” it has been parodied 
with words of the vilest character and the 
rough ones in the crowd will often sing these 
words. There should be a good deal of sing- 
ing interspersed with the speaking so as to 
hold the crowd and draw new people. 


OPEN AIR WORKERS HAND BOOK. 23 





The song service should be 
continuous. There should be no waiting 
between songs; as soon as the strains of one 
hymn die away the next should be begun. 
When a speaker stops speaking the song 
should begin at once. Here is where the 
work of the assistant organist will come in. 
There should be no pause in the service. It is 
at the time of the pause, that the devil gets 
his paws in. Instrumental music, solo and 
quartette singing will add to the service. The 
character of the music should be simple: 
gospel hymns, rather than classical music 
which does not take with the street crowd. 
We have two songs that always take with an 
open air crowd; ‘“‘My Mother’s Bible,” and 
“ Life’s Railroad to Heaven.” Any kind of a 
singer can catch a street crowd with these 
songs. We have permission from the author, 
Mr. Charles Tillman, to use them for the 
benefit of open air work. We furnish words 
and music ten cents each, post-paid. 


Helps. 


Song Slips. A _ street audience cannot 
be depended on to do much singing, but it is a 
good plan to have a song sheet with the 
hymns on, to pass among the crowd. 
Scripture texts and religious reading, with an 
advertisement of your other meetings can be 
printed on these leaflets. The crowd can carry 
these away with them, and thus the gospel 
may be carried to many homes. 
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Gospel Megaphones. 


These megaphones are conical shaped 
trumpets made from light papier maché, 
through which one speaks or sings. They 
carry the voice and with little effort one can 
be heard at a great distance. We use one 
through which we have been heard a mile 
away. In damp or cold weather they save 
the wear and tear on the throat. We consider 
them indispensable to an outdoor service. 
The novelty also helps to attract crowd. 
They can be purchased at stores where 
athletic goods are sold. We can furnish small 
size, convenient for general use at 50 and 75 
cents. Larger ones from $3.00 upwards. 
See picture of megaphones in use. 


Speaker’s Position. 


The speaKer should be head 
and shoulders above the people. 
This is most important. Where the speaker 
stands on a level with the audience, only 
those in the front can see and hear him, and 
those on the outskirts become restless, and 
talk. We have watched this carefully in 
many meetings. The elevation should not be 
over a foot and a half. A small folding 
pulpit easily carried, can be made, see illustra- 
tion. 

This is a scriptural method. In Nehemiah 
8: 4, 5, we read of a great open air meeting; 
it was at Jerusalem in “the street that was 
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before the water gate.” Ezra the scribe stood 
on a pulpit of wood, which had been made 
for the purpose, and thus, “opened the book 
in the sight of all the people; for he was 
above all the people.” This is the only place 
in the Bible where a “ pulpit”’ is mentioned, 
so the street preacher is fairly entitled to its 
use on the best authority. A chair, a box, 
the steps of a gospel wagon will answer. We 
have often used a beer keg for want ofa 
better pulpit, and started by saying to the 
crowd, ‘‘ We have the beer under our feet 
which is better than putting it into the mouth, 
and letting it get into the feet, when it gets to 
be “tangle foot.” Be sure you have a solid 
foundation to speak from._ If your chair or 
box tips, the crowd, who are ready to laugh 
‘without an excuse, will take advantage of 
your discomfiture and become unruly. 


Some of the advantages of 
being above the crowd are as 
follows: . 

(1) It Attracts a Crowd. 

When they see a man on a chair speaking, 
people will gather around to see what is going 
on. 

(2) The Voice Sounds Out. 

When on a level with the crowd the voice 
strikes those in the front rank and is deadened. 
If above the audience it sounds out over the 
audience to the “regions beyond,” and_ will 
draw a larger crowd. 
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(3) Your audience can all see you and 
bear what you are saying. 


(4) You can see your audience, 


There is power in the eye to control a 
crowd. The fact that you are looking at 
them will prevent things being thrown. 
When some are inclined to talk or laugh, the 
speaker looking in that direction will often 
quiet them. 


(5) One can see illustrations. 


One often sees things to use as illustrations, 
which they could not have seen from the 
ground. Rev. F. B. Meyer, speaking of open 
air work says, ‘Texts pop out on all sides, 
and illustrations coyly offer themselves ready 
made.” This is specially true of one who 
can see all that is going on. 


Mr. Spurgeon speaking in the open 
air on Revelation 22: 17 noticed that 
the hills echoed back his voice. After 
calling attention to the number of “ Comes”’ in the 
text, he then said, “ All nature invites you to come. 
Listen! Come! Come! Come! There was a second’s 
silence, then from the hills came back three distinct 
“Come’s.” The effect on the audience was marked. 


Spurgeon 
Speaking. 


(6) One can see and offset disturbances. 


If he sees drunken men coming up, or plot- 
ting to disturb meeting, the speaker can an- 
nounce a hymn. 
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Fe1l We were speaking to a large audience when 
we Saw a man in-the crowd about to fallina 
fit.. (the speaker was not to blame) This 
would have broken up the meeting; we asked 
the people to sing, the man went on and had his fit, 
only a very few noticed it, the meeting was saved. If 
we had not been above the people we should not have 
seen this, and thus lost the meeting. 


ina 


Fit. 


Devil When the devil cannot get human instru- 

ments to break up a meeting, he will often 
° get up a dog fight. The speaker from his 
Dogs. stand may seea couple of dogs about to 
begin hostilities A wise speaker will not attempt to 
hold a crowd against a dog fight. 

It is humiliating to think that one can be beaten by a 
couple of snarling dogs, but any one who is con- 
ceited enough to think that he is a greater attraction 
to a street crowd than a dog fight, will have his con- 
ceit taken out of him. A wise speaker seeing this dis- 
turbance about to begin will announce ahymn. The 
song will put a new idea in the dogs’ mind, and often 
break up the fight. 

** Music hath charms 
To soothe the savage breast.”’ 

If hostilities have begun the song will drown the 

noise. 


How to Speak. 

Begin in a conversational tone 
of voice. Speak to people nearest you, 
then increase volume of voice as you go on. 
Don’t begin on a high key. Don’t scream. 
A good rule is to 

“Begin low, 
Talk slow, 
Rise higher, 
Take fire.” 
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It is very desirabie to speak 
so as to be heard; but there 
is no use in incessant bawling. 
Street Preaching: The best street preaching is 
not that which is done at the top of your voice, for it 
must be impossible to lay the proper emphasis upon 
telling passages when all along you are shouting with 
all your might. A quiet, penetrating, conversational 
style would seem to be the most telling. On, on, on, 
with one monotonous shout; and you weary every- 
body and wear yourself out. Use your voice as 
common sense would dictate.” 


Spurgeon 


Says in 


Remember you can’t talk as long outdoors 
as inside: unless care is used, you will tire 
out in a few minutes. Save your strength for 
the most telling part of your address. Hold 
your chin up. A block of wood under one 
heel will help you to speak louder and longer 
than you could otherwise. 


Speaker should speak with the 
wind. Talking with the wind in the face 
‘will soon tire out the speaker. Instead of 
having your own words blown down your 
throat by the wind, arrange to have it carry 
the message to others. Speaking with a 
strong wind the voice is carried farther, and a 
larger crowd will be gathered. 


Wickea We often shouted out scripture between 
the verses of a hymn. Speaking with the 
wind, one of these verses was carried a 
great distance. A notoriously wicked 
woman was sitting at her window, she heard God’s 
precious word, which came borne on the wind; it 
seemed a voice from heaven, and led to her salvation. 


Woman 
Won. 
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What to Say. 


Catch your crowd with your 
introductory remarks. The speaker 
should be on his stand ready to speak the 
second the singing ceases ; there should be no 
break between, remember the “pause and the 
devil’s paws’’. Much depends on your intro- 
duction. You must get the goodwill of the 
people in your opening remarks. 


Introductory Remarks. 


We have used one form of introduction for 
years. If there was ever any disturbance 
made, it was by those who came up later and 
did not hear the introduction. We give it 
here and can recommend it. Memorize and 
use it if you haven’t a better. 


“Ladies and gentlemen.’ Special 
emphasis on the gentlemen. 

We have spoken to crowds of the 
Tested. hardest characters in the country, but 
we have yet to find those that we have thus addressed 
as gentlemen who have gone to work to prove they 
were not gentlemen. The lowest and most hardened 
will appreciate the compliment. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, we want to thank you for 
the attention you have given the song service, and ina 
word or two explain the reason for our being out 
heres: 

Don’t neglect to thank them for attention, these little 
courtesies will win their goodwill. 

“ We have two objects in view; the first is to give 
you an invitation to attend our meetings ’’—then 
would follow a brief announcement of services. 


It?s Been 
Tried and 
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“ Everybody is welcome to these meetings, without 
regard to nationality, creed, or condition.’ 

Then we would use the following which always puts 
the crowd in good humor : 


Man or woman, 

Boy or girl, 

Rich or poor, 

Black or white, 
Large or small, 
Short or tall, 

Come one, Come all. 

This much for the invitation to the service. 

“ The second object is to do good. We are not out 
here to tear down anybody’s creed or find fault with 
anybody’s business, but to do good in the name of 
Christ, and we are sure if we do you no good, we 
will do you no harm.” 


This will gain the goodwill of Catholics and 
Jews and will not antagonize the saloon 
keeper. We are not here to pitch into people 
who differ from us, but to preach to them. 

Before settling down to the gospel talk we 
often used the following as it helped to catch 
the audience : 


We “One thing has surprised us in talk- 
ing to the crowds, and that is to find so 
many farmers present; we know they 
Farmers. are farmers because they have their 
pitchforks with them. When we said something in- 
tended for them, they pitched it over to their neighbor 
saying, ‘that’s good for Blank, I’m glad he heard it.’ ”” 

Now, if there are any farmers present to-day we 
hope they have left their pitchforks at home, and have 
their rakes with them, and will rake in what we have 
to say,as we want this to be a personal message to 
each one present.” 


Then we would go on with the gospel talk. 


Find 





FOLDING ORGAN. PICTURE OF ‘“‘ TWO WAYS.” 
GOSPEL MEGAPHONES IN USE. 








GOSPEL WAGON MEETING. 





OPEN AIR WORKERS HAND BOOK. 31 





Preach Christ Crucified. 


Stick to the old gospel. Rev. Archibal G. 
Brown of London, in an address to open air 
workers, says, “‘ preach the gospel.” 

(1) The Gospel is a fact: therefore tell it semply. 

(2) Itis a joyful fact: therefore, tell it cheerily. 

(3) Itis an entrusted fact: therefore tell it facthfully 

(4) Itis a fact of pects moment : therefore tell it 


earnestly. 

(5) It is a fact of infinite love: therefore tell it 
pathetically. 

(6) Itis a fact difficult of comprehension to many: 
therefore tell it w7th dlustration. 

(7) tis a fact about a person: therefore preach 
Christ. 


Preach the word. Nothing takes better 
with the masses. This old world needs the 
Man with the Book, not the man with an 
essay. Preach Jesus. 


A young theologian prided himself on his 
ability as an exegete, and was always talking 
X-E = about exegesis; finally some of his fellows 
More became tired of it. One said, “ You’re all 
Jesus. the time talking about exegesis, exegesis. 
Give us less ex-e and more Jesus.”’ 


Less 


Tell the dying world of Jesus. Use fre- 
quent illustrations. Urge to immediate de- 
cision for Christ. Personal testimonies to the 
power of Christ to save are good. The talks 
should be short and right to the point. Some 
one has spoken of five points as essential 
elements in all gospel preaching : 
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(1) Ruin. Man’s sinful and lost estate. 


(2) Redemption. The substitutionary work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. 


(3) Reception. A full and present salvation to all 
who believe on Him. 


(4) Regeneration. The new life of righteousness 
and holiness, begotten of the Holy Spirit. 

(5) Responsibility. The responsibility of those who 
hear the gospel without receiving it. 

If you see you are losing the crowd, you 
had better give way to some one else. A 
speaker can close by saying he would be glad 
to have a personal conversation with anyone. 
This may lead some one to seek him out as 
he takes his place in the audience. They can 
then retire for a personal talk, to the outskirts 
of the crowd where they will not disturb the 
the meeting. 


Spurgeon’s We cannot do better than 
Style forthe to add what Mr. Spurgeon 
Street. has to say about the style for 


street preachers. ‘As to style in preaching 
out-of-doors, it should certainly be very 
different from much of that which prevails 
within ; perhaps if a speaker were to acquire 
a style fully adapted to a street audience, he 
would be wise to bring it in-doors with him. 
A great deal of sermonizing may be de- 
scribed as saying nothing at extreme length; 
but out-of-doors verbosity is not admired. 
You must say something and have done with 
it, and go on to say something more, or your 
hearers will let you know. ‘Now then,” 
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cries a street critic, “let us have it, old fellow.”’ 
Or else, the observation is made, ‘‘ Now then, 
pitch it out! you’d better go home and learn 
your lesson.” When these outspoken criti- 
cisms are not employed, the hearers rebuke 
prosiness by quietly walking away. 

Very unpleasant this—to find your congre- 
gation dispersing ; but a very plain intimation 
that your ideas are also much dispersed. In 
the street a man must keep himself alive, and 
use many illustrations and anecdotes, and 
sprinkle a quaint remark here and there. To 
dwell long on a point will never do. Reason- 
ing must be brief, clear and soon done with. 
The discourse must not be labored or involved ; 
neither must the second head depend upon 
the first; for the audience is a changing one, 
and each point must be complete in itself. 
Come to the point at once; and come there 
with all your might ! 

Short sentences of words and short passages 
of thought are needed for out-of-doors. 
Long paragraphs and long arguments had 
better be reserved for other occasions. In 
quiet country crowds there is much force in 
an eloquent si/ence, now and then interjected ; 
it gives people time to breathe and also to 
reflect. Do not, however, attempt this in a 
London street: you must go ahead, or some 
one else may run off with your congregation. 
Shams and shows will have no mercy froma 
street gathering. Have something to say; 
look them in the face; say what you mean; 
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put it plainly, boldly, earnestly, courteously— 
and they will hear you.” 

Dr. A. W. Thorold, a bishop in England 
lays down four rules in relation to street 
preaching : 

To be dstened to is the first thing: therefore be 
interesting. 

To be wnderstood is the second: so be clear. 

To be useful is the third: so be practical. 

To be obeyed is the fourth: therefore speak as the 
oracles of God. 

Dr. Thomas Guthrie of Edinburgh, one of 
the greatest preachers of modern times, says 
the speaker should— 

Prove !—So appeal to the Reason. 

‘Paint !—So appeal to the Imagination. 

Persuade !—So appeal to the Affections. 


Important ‘‘ Don’ts’’ for the 
Speaker. 


Don’t speak to a street crowd of sinners 
on subjects suitable only to saints. Don’t 
talk Sanctification to sinners, Holiness to a 
hard crowd, nor Divine Healing to drunks. 


Don’t talk on controverted points, or 
church questions. Matters relating to the 
church, will arouse antagonism in the Catholic, 
and Jew. Keep to simple gospel lines. If 
there are Catholics in the crowd the simple 
touching of the hat at the mention of the 
name of Jesus, and a reference to the fact 
that He was born of the Holy Ghost, and 
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the blessed Virgin, will go far toward secur- 
ing a respectful hearing. We have often 
seen a bigoted crowd won over in that way. 
If there are many Jews in the crowd, use 
the name ‘‘ Messiah’ instead of Jesus. The 
Jew is ready to talk about the “ Messiah” 
but is taught to spit at the name of Jesus. 


Don’t talk on subjects which you are not 
familiar with If the speaker don’t know 
what he is talking about a street crowd will 
soon let him know they have discovered that 
fact. 

The A city chap speaking to farmers on 
the “ Prodigal Son,” in making a refer- 
ence to the killing of the fatted calf, said. 
“Tt was no common, ordinary calf, it was 
Among one that had been in the family for 
Farmers. years and years.’ He lost his crowd 


Fatted 
Calf 


Rev. F. B. Meyer says, “It’s a good plan 
when you’re speaking to farmers to use illus- 
trations that have to do with the sea and 
ships, and when you’re dealing with sailors 
use illustrations of the farm and country life.” 


Don’t have your Bible in sight when 
speaking. Preach the Word but keep the 
Book out of sight, unless you are talking to a 
crowd made up largely of christians. 

(1) The Bible in your hand will turn 
away many Catholics, who will not stop to 
listen, if they see a Bible. 

(2) It will prejudice the Jew. 

(3) People indifferent to religion will turn 
away on seeing a Bible, who would otherwise 


36 OPEN AIR WORKERS HAND BOOK. 





have stopped and listened. Any lengthy 
reading from it will cause crowd to. begin to 
drift. We have watched this very carefully. 
We honor the Word, but believe it better to 
quote, or if unable to do that, to refer to it, 
and then put the book out of sight. 


Don’t make allusions to persons in the 
audience, such as “‘ Those young men that are 
laughing,” “ That drunkard is on his way to 
destruction,” or ‘that man sneering.” Such 
personal allusions will often cause trouble. 


To prevent any laughing or 
sneering on the part of the 
audience, we often said at the 
Mrs. Scornful. start of the meeting, “In an open 
air service one often sees‘ Mr. and Mrs. Scornful’ in 
the crowd. We can always tell them by the upturned 
nose. When we see that upturned nose we always 
Say, 


Mr. 


and 


‘The Devil has a mortgage on that nose, 

And it won't be long before he’ll foreclose.’ 
but we are glad to say we do not see either Mr. or 
Mrs. Scornful present at this service.’ This puts 
audience with you and seldom one will set out to 
show that they belong to the “ Scornful’’ family. 


Don’t single out the saloon keeper and 
attack him publicly unless you want to make 
trouble for yourself, and effectually kill any 
possibility of your doing him any good. 

A worker holding a service in front of 
a saloon, shaking his fist toward the 
Workers sajoon and its keeper said, “ The time 
Two will soon come when such hell-holes 
Ways. will all be closed”? The result was the 
suoonist was angered, the gospel wagon was nearly 


Two 
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Overturned by his friends, stones were thrown, the 
meeting broken up. : 

At the same corner a little later another service was 
held from our gospel wagon. As we drove up, the 
saloon keeper came to the door in a furious rage. We 
bowed and smiled pleasantly, and said,-“ It’s a fine day,” 
he nodded assent. ‘‘We are going to give youa free 
concert.” “All right, go ahead.” During the service 
we preached Christ faithfully, had a personal talk with 
him about his soul and left him as a friend. Deal 
with them faithfully about their need of Christ. We 
have worked among them for years, and hundreds look 
onus as their friend and spiritual adviser, and many 
bartenders and saloon keepers we have with joy seen 
leave their business to follow Christ. 


Don’t ask questions from an audience, 
except as you go on to answer your own 
question. If you wait for an answer you may 
get more than you bargained for. 


A friend speaking in the open asked, 
“ What does John 3: 16, say? again he re- 
Music peated. What does John 3: 16, say? listen ! 


there was a moment of silence—then a mule in a neigh- 
boring field began to bellow, and so did the crowd. 
Our friend iad hard work to get them back to listen- 
ing again. 

Don’t try to answer questions put by 
persons in the crowd. Either pay no attention 
to the questioner or put them off by saying, 
“That’s a very good question the gentleman 
asks, (emphasis on gentleman). 1 shall be 
glad sir, at the close of the meeting to have a 
private conversation with you, and to answer 
it to the best of my ability. But we cannot 
stop the meeting now to answer it. As 1 was 
saying before this gentleman asked the 


Mule 
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question”’—then go on with your talk. If 
ihe questioner persists and your “ Man in the 
Crowd ”’ see page 15, is unable to quiet him, 
then sing a hymn, and go down, and take him 
one side. Some one else can go on with the 
meeting. Sometimes if you are sure that the 
sympathies of the crowd are with you, and 
that you can answer the questioner, so as to 
silence him, it is well to do so. The follow- 
ing illustrates the way in which we dealt with 
some who tried to interrupt our services. 
Interrupters may be classed under three heads: 
The Funny Fellow, The Bigot, and The 
Drunken Man. 


During a service where there was a very 
large crowd, one of these “ funny fellows ”’ 
called out, “Say mister, I want to ask a 
Fellow. question, ‘ Where did Cain get his wife?” 
The crowd seized the opportunity for a laugh. We 
turned the laugh on the questioner by saying, “My 
dear sir, some men get into serious trouble by paying 
too much attention to other men’s wives. Cain’s wife 
is dead and buried long ago, let her rest in peace. If 
you’re looking for a wife, God’s book declares a good 
wife is of the Lord, and that if you will acknowledge 
Him, in all your ways, He will direct your path. So 
give your heart to God first; then if you get a good 
wife, be thankful, use her right, and never let her hear 
you enquiring about another man’s wife. The “ funny 
fellow’ was laughed out of the crowd. 


The 


Funny 


A On another occasion while we were speak- 
Glass ig 4 man came from a saloon, with a pitcher 
of beer. Advancing to the speaker he 
poured out a glass and with mock politeness 
Beer. handed it toward us; this greatly amused the 
crowd, and there was danger of losing control of the 


of 
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meeting. We joined in the laugh and then said, ‘‘ No 
doubt this friend thinks we are giving a very dry talk, 
and that we need some liquid refreshment.’* Then 
turning to the man we thanked him for his kind. 
thoughtfulness, but declined, saying we never used it. 
The crowd was captured completely, one man ran out, 
knocked the glass from the man’s hand, and catching 
him by the neck, ran him into the saloon and shut the 
door. We went right on with the service. 


The While speaking to a crowd composed 
largely of Romanists, one bigoted fellow kept 
calling out, “What about the blessed Virgin ?” 
We answered quietly, “ She was the mother of our 
Lord, and we have too much respect for her to enter 
into any controversy on the subject on the street.” 
The crowd sided with us, and hissed the man when he 
attempted to make further remarks. 


The poor fellow under the influence of 
drink, and who is continually speaking out, is 
perhaps the hardest to deal with; your helper 
in the crowd had generally better attend to 
him. Sometimes he may be quieted and won 
over by a remark as in the following instance: 


The ee ba ee from a 
: picture, ‘‘ The Two Ways,” See illus- 
EE tration. We had called attention to 
Left Road, the “) arrow Way,” and the “ Broad 


Bigot. 


or the Road,’ when a drunken Irishman 
Left Hand made his way to the front and with 
Right a rich brogue said, “Say, your 

riverance, will ye condescend to tell 
Road. 


a poor Irishman which is the right 
road, the right hand left road, or the left hand right 
road ?”’ 

The crowd roared with laughter. We answered 
something as follows : 

“Sure man you must be left handed, not to know 
which is right. You see if you take the /eft hand road 
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[the broad way] you'll not be right; if you take the 
right hand road [the narrow way] you'll not be Jeft. 
Be sure you're right then go ahead. We know this 
right hand road is the right road, so will go ahead with 
the talk.” 

“ Shure his riverance is a wise man,’’ said the Irish- 
man, and relapsed into silent contemplation of the 
picture. At the close of the meeting he begged our 
pardon for the interruption, offered the use of his barn 
for our wagon and horses, free of charge. We hada 
very earnest talk with him and left him in tears. 


Sana for One can often save a meeting by 
some quick reply. Spurgeon tells of 
a meeting where an infidel nearly 
Gas Fitter. succeeded in breaking up a meeting 
by declaring that the man who had invented gas had 
done more for the world than Christ. The leader did 
not know what to do, but a bystander jumped up and 
addressing the man said, “ Then, sir, ] suppose if you 
were dying, you would send for the gas fitter?’ This 
saved the service, the speaker going right on with the 
gospel talk. 


the 


Don’t pay attention to an interruption; 
unless it is very serious, go right along. If it 
is serious, have chorus sing. 


Don’t mind a bit of chaffing from the 
crowd. 


Don’t let any personal allusions ruffle 
your temper : 


“* Keep sweet, 
Else you'll get beat.’” 


Don’t enter into public discussion, or 
there’s an end to the preaching. 

Don’t allow your workers to stay after a 
meeting has closed to argue, the crowd will 
gather around, any fool can ask questions that 
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a wise man cannot answer, and the good 
influence of the meeting will be dissipated. 


Helps to a Speaker. 


A picture that will attract and hold attention 
is a great help in an out-door service. It 
appeals to the eye as well as to the ear. One 
has two chances with a picture. What the 
speaker says may go in one ear, and out the 
other, but what one gets in the eye it is hard 
to get out. 

We have a large oil painting of the “Two 
Ways.” This we have used for years at 
fairs, races and the circus. It is a great at- 
traction of itself. With it and three helpers 
we have held continuous service for five hours 
and had large crowds- around all the time. 
It is*6 x 8 feet, and cost about $50. It is 
well worth the price. Through it many have 
been lead to see the way of salvation. A 
blackboard, with even crude drawings will be 
ahelp. When the audience begin to drift, 
the pointing to some figure on the picture 
will often hold their attention and keep them. 


Closing the Meeting. 

In closing the meeting always thank the 
audience for their attention. Then announce 
your next meeting, and give an invitation to 
your other services. 

The Invitation. 


Now “draw the net ” and give an invitation 
to come to Christ. We asked those desiring 
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to become christians, and who. wished 
christians to pray for them, to make 
that fact known by holding up the hand. 
Have your workers watching for those 
who respond, but do not let them move 
around till the last hymns are being 
sung, as this distracts attention. Another 
plan was to have a tract that set forth the 
way of salvation, and say, anyone desiring to 
know the way to God may have this little 
pamphlet (call it pamphlet rather than a tract) 
by coming to the speaker. We have one 
entitled, “Good News”? which we used for 
this purpose. At other times we offered a 
testament. This would bring out any anxious 
ones, and give your workers an excellent 
opportunity to get hold of them. 

An After Service. [f convenient ask 
any anxious ones to adjourn to your regular 
place of meeting for an after meeting. Take 
as many as possible with you to such a service. 
Now a very brief prayer may be offered, 
remembering any who responded to the invi- 
tation, also all that were at the service. 

Closing Songs. Now you are ready 
for the closing hymns. While these are being 
sung the workers with tracts and invitations, 
may pass through the audience, and the per- 
sonal workers get hold of those who held up 
their hands for prayer. We have a line of 
tracts that are especially good for street 
crowds, they have titles that attract and arouse 
curiosity, and cause them to be eagerly taken. 
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We often closed a meeting by getting on 
the box or chair and saying, ‘‘ Here are some 
little pamphlets we want to give away to any 
who may care for them. Don’t anyone take 
them unless you will read them and pass them 
on; they cost money and we are not giving 
them out for the fun of the thing, but if you 
want them and will read them you are 
welcome to them. Here is one entitled ‘‘ The 
Black Crook,” if you want it come and get it.” 
Then the crowd will close up near you ; this 
gives you a chance for many a short sentence, 
or personal exhortation. | When all have 
taken that tract that care for it, offer another 
kind— 

“Here’s one called ‘The Barber kept on 
Shaving,” every man in the crowd ought to 
have that. If you have one of the others you 
are welcome to this kind also, come and get 
HM?’ Then here’s another, “Pilot or Pirate,” 
“Put the Baby to Bed” ‘“Redney of Mul- 
berry Bend,” ‘‘ All I Touch Turns, to Gold.” 
These will be eagerly taken. By this time 
your distributors will have finished their work 
and you can say, the meeting is dismissed. 
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Gospel Wagon Work. 


ERHAPS the best form of open air 
work is that done through the medium 
$4989) of the Gospel Wagon. 

We have used in connection with our other 
work a number of wagons, one with a seating 
capacity of ten, another twenty-five, and one, 
perhaps the largest in the country, seating 
forty-one persons, besides carrying an organ. 
A good wagon, suitable for general work, and 
seating ten persons, can be built for about 
$175. In some places carryalls can be hired 
which will answer the purpose. It pays how- 
ever to have a fine looking turnout of your 
own. With one of these wagons a number 
of services can be held in an afternoon. 





The wagon should have high 
top and open sides, so that the song 
will sound out. There should be broad steps 
or a platform that will let dowa from the end 
or sides of the wagon, for the speaker to 
stand on. It is also best to have handles to 
take hold of, if the horses start suddenly. A 
speaker losing his balance at such a time will 
cause a laugh. It is better to have the seats 
moveable so that all may face the audience. 

Use the Scriptures. We believe in 
the power of the Word of God. Heb. 4; 12. 
So we covered our wagons with Scripture 
texts, that all who saw the wagon might get a 
message as we passed. For this we have the 


INT NOW "© 


"FRAT, BEING OFTEN 
| HARDENETH HIS NECK, SHALL THYSELF WITH 
SUDDENLY BE DESTROYED 
AT WITHOUT REMES 





BIG SSeS WAGON WE USED WHILE IN WORK AT SYRACUSE, N. Y 
SEATS 4: PERSONS. i 
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authority of the Scriptures. See Deut. 6: 
6-9. We have known of some won to Christ 
through these texts. In selecting scripture for 
wagon use appropriate texts. Only such as 
are suitable for the unsaved. As the space is 
usually small only short texts can be used. 
We think Rom. 6; 23, divided into two 
sections is a good one, also John 1: 12, Isa. 
55. 6, and Joh 22: 21. 


Where evening services are to 
be held, red, blue and = green lanterns, 
make a very pretty effect. A plain white 
globe may be made into a red lantern by 
pasting red tissue paper on the outside, making 
it much cheaper than buying a red globe. A 
lantern or two may be needed for the singers. 
A small bicycle lamp can be adjusted to the 
organ. Have lanterns with reflectors to throw 
a strong light on the crowd. If they are in 
the dark, they are more likely to make dis- 
turbance. If a bright light is shining in their 
faces, they will be more orderly. 


Choice of place for service should 
be in keeping with general directions for open 
air service on page 8. It is well in large towns 
or cities to have one regular place for wagon 
meeting, and then to drive unannounced to 
different neighborhoods for other meetings. 
On reaching place selected some one should 
get out and show driver just where to stop his 
horses, a few feet will make a big difference, 
and the driver is not always able to judge as 
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to best standpoint. A level position should 
be chosen; if in a city a few feet out from 
the curbstone, and if at the corner of a street, 
at least ten feet from crosswalk, so that 
crowd will not block the passageway. Have 
the broadside of the wagon toward the crowd, 
rather than the end. 


Only steady horses should be 
used, and great care should be taken to 
prevent accidents. Blocks should be carried 
for the wheels. Before starting, one or two 
workers should see that all the children who 
will crowd to such a service are away from 
the wagon. 

Various Uses of Gospel Wagon. 

The wagon can be used to bring the aged 
and infirm to your regular services. It can 
be used in carrying workers to meetings in the 
suburbs, or in evangelistic trips through the 
country. We used our wagon cn holidays 
when there were parades, or the streets were 
crowded. Covered as it was with texts, it did 
a good deal of preaching and from it we dis- 
tributed tracts to the crowds. At the county 
fair it will preach to the crowds, and serve as 
headquarters for tract distribution. As we 
had notice of our meetings on the wagon it 
served to keep our work before the people. 
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Gospel Wagon Work in 


Rural Districts.—_The 
Need. 


HE spiritual condition of some of the 
4 rural communities of our country is 

fa.) appalling. Religious sentiment has so 
died out that one finds the old church fallen 
into decay or boarded up. In quite thickly 
settled portions no religious services are held. 
Sunday is as any other day. Children are 
growing up. in ignorance of religious matters 
and in many a home no Bible is to be found. 
These needy. and destitute fields call for 
earnest evangelistic effort, they are not in far 
away portions of our land, but right at home 
in most of our Middle. and Eastern States. 
The gospel wagon is an effective way of 
bringing the gospel to these neglected fields. 
The novelty draws and the evangelistic feat- 
ures take hold on the people. A great work 
can be accomplished. | 


The Workers. The Time. 

Two workers are needed {0 carry 
on this work—and the season will last in the 
North from May to September, then the 
wagon can be taken South if thought best. 





Equipment. 
A strong but light wagon that can 
be drawn by one horse is best. It should be 
built so that workers can live in it; sleep in it 
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if necessary. We had one built for work in 
the hop-fields, (see illustration) and so con- 
structed that three could sleep in it comfortably 
and in a pinch five could be accommodated. 
It should have board or curtain sides, and 
under the seats there should be boxes for bed- 
ding, etc. Such a wagon which will seat ten 
persons, to be drawn by one, or two horses, 
can be made for from $150 to $200. The 
one in the illustration cost $145 and $5.00 was 
paid for painting the scripture texts. 


Cooking Outfit. In some sections 
workers will be entertained freely without cost 
by the people, but this cannot always be de- 
pended on, so it is well to go prepared to be 
independent of outside entertainment. After 
a number of evangelistic trips in a gospel 
wagon we succeeded in getting our outfit cut 
down to the following necessary articles: oil 
stove and lamp combined, small stew pan and 
spider, three tin plates, three tin cups, knives 
and forks, small milk can, small tin box hold- 
ing a pound of sugar, small tins for tea or 
coffee. By bending the handles of the pans 
all these may be packed in a tin cracker box 
about a foot square, which can be used asa 
seat. 


Miscellaneous Articles. Lanterns, 
an oil can, rope, twine, nails, pins, screw driver 
and screws, hatchet and hammer combined, 
jack-knife, match box, soap, wash basin and 
looking glass. 





GOSPEL WAGON BUILT FOR EVANGELISTIC WORK IN THE HOP FIELDS. 


SEATS TEN PERSONS. BUILT TO SLEEP FOUR COST $150.00. 
- 
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Clothing. As workers are often invited 
to speak in churches one needs to look well, 
but as little clothing should be taken as possi- 
ble. The following will be found very useful: 

Outing shirts, a sweater, overalls that come 
up to the shoulder, mackintosh, rubbers, a 
change of shoes, rubber collars, cuffs and shirt 
front, blankets, and a sleeping bag made of 
blankets. 

Medicines. It is a good plan to have a 
few simple remedies in the wagon ; gum cam- 
phor, a grain of which will often keep one 
when wet through from catching cold, court 
plaster, porous plaster, etc. 

For the meetings a folding organ, 
song books, tracts, megaphones, good lanterns. 
We used a large triangle to call the attention 
of the people. 

Letters of Introduction. [t is well 
to carry letters of introduction from well 
known people to vouch for your work. 


Colportage Books. 


The question of finances in connection with 
the work may be partially solved by the sale 
of books, testaments, etc. The Moody Col- 
portage Library furnish books at $7 per hun- 
dred, postpaid ; they sell at fifteen cents each, 
or two for a quarter. One need not carry a 
large stock, as they can be ordered and sent 
ahead to towns that are to be canvassed. 

Many make a livelihood by the sale of these 
books. They afford not only a means of sup- 
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port, but in their sale one is doing real good 
by putting the best of books into the hands of 
those who perhaps have little religious reading. 
For information concerning this colportage 
work, list of books and methods of selling 
them, write Mr. A. P. Fitt, 250 La Salle Ave., 
Chicago, Ill. 


Bibles, Testaments, etc. 


Now and then one can sell a Teacher’s 
Bible. They can be purchased low enough 
to allow a fair profit. The five cent testaments 
sell well. A large print testament suitable for 
elderly people can be bought for thirty-five 
cents from the Bible Society. This sells readily 
at fifty cents. They cannot be obtained very 
easily in country districts, so are good to sell. 
A very large print Gospel of John sells for a 
quarter. Address the Bible Society, New 
York. 

Illuminated Scripture and mot- 
to cards find a ready sale through .the 
country, and there is a good profit_in them. 
One of our wagons sold $15 worth at one 
county fair intwo days. Apply to the Christ- 
ian and Missionary Alliance Publishing Co., 
South Nyack, N. Y., for catalogue and price 
list. 


Two Songs. We publish two songs that 
take well. One is entitled “My Mother’s 
Bible.” The other is “ Life’s Railroad to 
Heaven.” After singing one of these songs, 
the words and music may be offered for sale 
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at ten cents. We sell them in quantities at 
low rate, and from their sale some of our 
workers have derived quite an income, which 
helps on the financial side. 


Methods of Work. 

Wayside Work. Driving through the 
country, people are met by the wayside, a per- 
sonal word, a few tracts given, may bring the 
soul to Christ. Each house along the way 
should be visited, colportage books sold if pos- 
sible, or given away, if necessary. 

One will find groups of men 
in quarries, brick yards, lumber camps, or at 
shops with whom services can be held at the 
noon hour. 

Barns, fences and rocks afford 
means for display advertisements for many 
lines of business. Some of the wisest adver- 
tisers in the country spend thousands of dol- 
lars each year in this way. They are not 
called cranks, but let some christian paint on 
rock or fence some scripture text to warn the 
careless, and such an one is put down as a 
crank. We are willing to be designated as 
such, so long as we may by this means win 
some. We use care not to disfigure natural 
scenery, nor to injure property, and try to 
make a wise selection of texts. We believe 
thoroughly in the power of the word of God. 
We believe it will cut its way from a fence or 
tcck to the heart of the sinner, and so we 
have done much of thiswork. We seldom go 
out without a piece of chalk in our pocket, 
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and often on box, fence or sidewalk, chalk a 
scripture text. It is sure to be read ; it may 
save some soul. We know of much good 
accomplished in this way. We have tried, 
tested and proved its value. We believe as 
business men find it pays to keep their goods 
before the public eye in this way; it will also 
pay to keep God’s word where many who will 
never enter the house of worship may see it. 
Our favorite texts for this work are “ Seek ye 
the Lord.” ‘“ The Wages of Sin is Death.” 
“The gift-of God is eternal lite?’ = Atter 
death the judgment.” 

The following is one of the many incidents 
that have come to our notice and proved the 
value of this line of work : 


A Years ago we held meetings in a certain 
place. At the place where we were enter- 
tained they had just finished painting a 
barn, and had quite a little paint left. 

As we had a good deal of time, we concluded to 
paint some texts along the country roads. We used a 
number of texts which are still b2ing read after fifteen 
years have passed. On one large rock at the top of a 
sand bank we painted “ We must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ.’ 2d Cor. 5:10. When about 
half through the sand gave way beneath us, and down 
we rolled, paint pots and all. We said to our compan- 
ion, *‘ evidently the devil does not want us to put that 
text there; let us go back and finish it.’ So wedid. 

Five years after this, in another part of the State, at a 
convention, we spoke of painting on the rocks as on2 
means of preaching the word. When we took our seat 
a man asked permission to speak. He said: “I know 
Mr. G—— though Iam a stranger to him. I know of 
his painting on the rocks, and I would like to tell of 
one result of it that I know of which perhaps he has 


Soul 
Saved. 
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never heard. There was a prominent business man in 
our town, who though a good moral man, never 
attended church. We were surprised one night to 
have him come into our prayer meeting. When he 
arose and declared he had given himself to Christ and 
wanted to unite with the church we were more sur- 
prised. He said: ‘I was out riding the other evening 
when on a rock on the hillside I saw these words 
painted : “ We must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ.” That took hold of me, and I did not 
get rest till I came to. Christ.’’’ Then said the man, 
“the sand has washed away from under the rock, 
and it has rolled down right to the roadside, and it is 
right side up so all can read it, and it’s preaching yet.”’ 
The Lord let it get down where near-sighted people 
could read it. 


TacHKing up Scripture cards. 

Along the road on fences and barns can be 
tacked up scripture cards specially designed for 
that purpose. 
On reaching a village we usually 
found the minister and consulted him concern- 
ing the work. A canvass would then be made 
doing personal work and selling the colportage 
books. 

The evening service can be held in 
front of the post office, or general store. If 
any are found who are at all interested their 
names.can be given to the pastor. Often an 
opportunity will be given to speak at the 
church service, and sometimes an offering is 
taken for the work. Our past experience has 
proved that two capable men can do a blessed 
work and at the same time pay their own way. 
Especially is this true if they are willing to 
work the county fairs. 
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Tent Work. 


JOSPEL Tent work may well be classed 
with open air work. Many people 
will go to meetings in a tent who 
would never darken a church door. There 
seems to be a fascination in it that draws the 
common people. The church has long looked 
upon the winter season as the time of harvest. 
We believe a mistake has been made, and 
that by the means of gospel tent and wagon 
work, and services in the open air the summer 
may be the best harvest time. A_ well 
equipped church should own and run a gospel 
tent. Instead of closing for a month or two, 
or holding services in close rooms with a small 
attendance, put the tent in the right locality 
and the result will be large audiences, many 
of whom will never attend your ordinary 
service. It will prove a good thing for the 
church membership as well. Many can be 
led to take some part who are not in the habit 
of doing much in regular church work. They 
can form a part of the choir, or usher, or can- 
vass for the meetings. The pastor need not 
be responsible for all the services, the burden 
can be put on the membership with pastor 
simply to guide. The ordinary church 
member has had too little responsibility put 
on him, and the result is the bulk of the work 
is left for the few; this tent work will make 
and develop workers. 
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Cost of Tent. 


A good tent, 40 x 60 with two center poles, 
the top canvass of 10-oz. duck, the sides of 6 
or 8-0z duck, with a seating capacity of about 
four hundred, will cost in the neighborhood 
of $150. One 25 x 50 costs about $100. A 
larger one with seating capacity for fifteen 
hundred people will cost $300. One seating 
three or four hundred will do for the ordinary 
church. When full the sides can be lowered 
and crowd outside can hear as well. 


A tent with high walls detach- 
able at the top is best. The sides 
can be let down for ventilation for if rolled 
from the bottom the people can look in and 
are less apt to come in. When tent is full the 
side walls can be dropped. To use a Hiber- 
nian expression, ‘‘the tent is often full on the 
outside as well as the inside.”” Sometimes a 
good second hand tent can be purchased at a 
bargain. Be sure that it is in good condition. 
An agreement whereby the tent should stand 
the test of a rain storm before being paid for 
might be made. 


Situation of Tent. 


The tent should be erected in a thickly 
settled neighborhood, among the middle or 
lower classes. Avoid the “high toned” 
neighborhood, unless you are sure that people 
there will attend. 
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An open square, or corner lot, 
will be the best place. A gospel tent ata 
pleasure resort, the seaside, or county fair will 
surely attract an audience. 


A lot witha high fence around 
it, with a gate entrance to the tent is the best. 
There is a great temptation to a mischievous 
boy to loosen the tent ropes, or do something 
of that kind. Sometimes those with hatred 
in their hearts for the gospel will cut the ropes 
or tear down the tent. The fence around the 
tent will do much to prevent anything of the 
sort. All will have to come in through the 
gate, none can get around behind the tent. 
If there is no fence the boys often get 
behind the tent and rock on the ropes 
causing the tent to sway and scaring nervous 
people. It will take a number of workers 
all their time in some neighborhoods to 
look after the tent. 


The man atthe door. There should 
be a good wise man at the tent entrance to in- 


vite the people in, to keep order, to prevent 
loud talking outside. 


Erecting Tent. 


Great care should be taken in putting up 
tent to prevent accidents happening. Unless 
well put up the tent may be blown down in a 
wind storm. 
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See that the poles are well set 
in the ground. |t is a good thing to 
wedge the pole with boards driven in beside it. 
The tent pins to the guy ropes and smaller 
poles, should slant toward the tent, instead of 
away from it as most amateurs would drive 
them. If slanted toward the tent, when rain 
causes the ropes to tighten, the pins will not 
give as they would if driven the other way. 


Lights on separate poles. [f tent 
is to be lighted by gasoline torches or lamps, 
have them on poles driven into the ground 
for that purpose. If they are on tent poles, 
or swung from the tent, in a storm there is 
more danger. On separate poles they are not 
affected by the swaying of the tent. 


PAvtrcnch around ‘the tent sill 
prevent the water running into the tent and 
making it damp. 


Care of Tent. 


The great danger in tent work is from wind 
storms, and the unruly. In many places it 
will be necessary to have a watchman to stay 
by the tent all the time. | 


Lower tent from center pole. 
It is a good plan to lower the tent from the 
center pole at night and let the center of the 
tent down to the ground. This will save the 
tent in case of a wind storm, as less surface is 
exposed, 
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Pull side poles in. The small poles 
around the side of the tent should be pulled 
in from the bottom till the pole hangs loosely 
at quite a slant, then if it rains in the night it 
it will only straighten them up. If left 
straight, then the strain will come on the tent 
pins. If they are pulled from the ground, the 
tent is not in condition to stand the wind. 


Ropes should be tightened on 
the approach of a storm, and loosened after it 
has rained a little, if wind has ceased, if not, 
then side poles should be pulled in to lessen 
strain on tent pins. 


Arrangement of Tent. 


Raised platform, with sound- 
ing board. There should be a platform 
with an elevation of a foot and a half for 
speaker and chorus choir. A sounding board 
will help. 


Don’t let tent down in front of 
speaHer. The sides of the tent should 
never be let down directly back of, nor in 
front of the speaker as this makes it more 
difficult to speak. It is not an easy matter to 
talk in a tent, so have tent directly in front 
left up to speak against and that back of 
speaker left up as a sounding board. 

A few pails of water thrown on the 
canvas over the place where speaker stands, 
thoroughly wetting the tent will make it much 
easier to speak. 
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In a big tent have the entrance in the 
middle of the tent and platform nearly oppo- 
site, with aisles radiating out from it. This 
makes it easier for speaker and easier to seat 
the people. 


In a small tent the entrance can be at 
one end and the platform at the other. 
Benches or wooden chairs are best as seats. 


Sawdust or Shavings. We prefer 
sawdust or bundled shavings such as are used 
for horse bedding, to straw, they will keep 
clean longer, and there is less danger of fire 
especially with sawdust. The aisles should be 
plentifully sprinkled and renewed often so as 
give a fresh appearance. There should be 
extra sawdust in front of the platform where 
seekers can kneel. We always had an extra 
lot near the door where. we often persuaded 
some about to go out to kneel, and seek the 
Lord. Sawdust at entrance should be raked 
after a rain and fresh dust sprinkled. 


Colored lanterns strung from center 
of pole, or around outside of tent add to the 
appearance, and help to attract. 


Scripture Texts painted in bright 
colors and hung on strings just inside the 
walls of the tent will catch the eye and preach 
to many a soul. Don’t hang them on the 
tent if on paper or cardboard as the rain will 
spoil them. 
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Have an oilcloth cover to put 
over the organ, as even the best of tents will 
sometimes leak. 


How to advertise Meetings. 


Personal workK in a house to 
house canvass, with invitations to the 
services is the best way to advertise the meet- 
ings. 

Use the daily papers. Write up 
an article under the heading ‘“ The Gospel 
under Canvas,” or ‘* Mid the smell of saw- 
dust ” ‘‘ Reminds one of Circus Day.” These 
will attract attention where an ordinary notice 
would not. 

Have bulletin boards for the streets, 
notices in the ‘shops and public places. We 
painted some signs for barber shops as follows: 


GER SHAVED’ EARLY 
SO AS TO 
ATTEND .THE TENT MEETINGS. 


Then would follow notice of meetings. Others 
for stores read 


DO YOUR SHOPPING: EARLYIN THE 
DAY AND ATTEND THE TENT 
MEETINGS THIS AFTERNOON 
AND EVENING. 


These caused comment and advertised the 
meetings well. 
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Special illustrated cards. We 
have six illustrated cards which we use to 
advertise our meetings. These we printed on 
cheap colored cardboard and scattered freely. 
They caught the people. Samples and price 
list sent on application. 


Ways and means of reaching 
the people. When our tent was erected 
a crowd of children would always collect. 
We showed them some of our gospel checks 
and promised one to each who would tell al] 
the neighbors about the meetings. Special 
offers were made for any who would bring 
father and mother to the service. 


A tin whistle.” Evangelist Schevera 
holding meetings in a tent in a crowded section 
of Chicago, announced that he would give a 
tin whistle to every baby present at the after- 
noon service. This brought a host of mothers 
and babies. After giving out the whistles he 
said, we will spend five minutes in blowing 
them. This made a racket and drew others 
to see what was going on. After they were 
tired out with the blowing he asked for quiet 
and gave them a few minutes’ address, then 
dismissed the meeting. The people went out 
to talk of the tent work. This same evange- 
list had a ‘‘ watermelon ” service at which 
slices of melon were passed through the aisles. 
By these means the work became thoroughly 
advertised. 


62 OPEN AIR WORKERS HAND BOOK. 





Lemonade and ice water. We 
tried to make the people who came comfort- 
able, so provided fans, and during the singing 
of a hymn would pass ice water each warm 
evening; now and then we gave lemonade 
instead. We would get some grocery man to 
give us the lemons and sugar for the benefit of 
a notice which we would give as follows: 
‘“‘ Through the kindness of Mr. Spice the gro- 
cery man we are able to furnish you lemonade 
this evening.” 


A song service in front of tent 
for a few minutes will attract a crowd, many 
of whom will go into the tent for the other 
service. 


Decoy ducks. People will follow a 
crowd ; if they see a crowd going into the tent 
they will go al8o. We used some of our 
workers as “ decoy ducks.” They would 
stand outside, and when a number of people 
were passing we would sav “ everybody come 
in,” then these decoy ducks would saunter in 
and take seats by the door. Everytime some 
of the passers-by would be caught and follow 
on. After a few minutes the decoys would 
get back to the sidewalk and try it again ; thus 
many were decoyed into the meeting. The 
‘ducks ”’ used to complain of so much walk- 
ing. 
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The Service. 


A children’s service first. In 
crowded districts where there are many chil- 
dren, they will become a hindrance to the 
work unless managed right. They will be 
running in and out of the service, talking, and 
disturbing in many ways. To avoid all this 
we had a children’s service first—that was all 
their own—then at the right time they were 
dismissed and understood they were to go 
right home, if they stood around the tent and 
disturbed the meeting, they were not to be 
admitted the next night. If they wished to 
stay through the meeting they must bring 
their parents or older brother or sister. 


This service consisted of much 
singing. They were taught catchy songs that 
they were sure to be humming around at home 
till parents would want to come and learn the 
song. They sang so heartily that they helped 
to draw a crowd to the later service. They 
were taught to repeat scriptures and encouraged 
to say their verses at home ; thus the gospel 
was brought into many homes. 


The General Service. 


The service consisted of a short gospel talk, 
followed by a testimony service. Then an 
invitation was given and an after-service held. 

Thunder storm. We often found it 
wise to hurry to a close if a thunder storm was 
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coming up. People are easily panic stricken, 
and some accident might occur. If a storm 
caught us unawares, we sang a good deal, as 
that allays the excitement. ‘‘ A shelter in the 
time of storm” is appropriate if your tent 
don’t leak. 


Close of Season. 


PacKing tent away. Don’t pack tent 
away till thoroughly dry. Be sure place of 
storage is not damp. Look out for rats and 
mice. They are fond of tents. Look after 
and change position of tent occasionally, so as 
to prevent mildew. 
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Circus Day. 


S}HERE is one day in the year when 
4 all hands turn out. That’s when the 
Bj circus comes to town. Fathers, 
mothers, sisters, brothers, uncles, aunts and 
cousins all throng the street to see the won- 
derful street parade. From personal exper- 
ience we can testify that “circus: day ”’ gives a 
rare opportunity for open air work. For a 
number of years we have taken advantage of 
such opportunities to work the crowds. The 
people gather early for the street parade and 
wait impatiently for its approach. 





WE WORK THESE CROWDS 


with some of our tracts specially adapted for 
this work, such as “Pilot or Pirate” ‘* The 
Barber kept on Shaving,” The Black Crook,” 
“All 1 Touch Turns to Gold.” Then we 
take our stand in the thickest of the crowd 
and put up our picture of “The Two Ways,” 
and speak to an attentive audience till the 
music of the band announces the approach 
of the parade, then leaving the picture 
with a friend we start in a few yards in 
advance of the band wagon, a worker on 
each side of the street. Walking along 
the curbstone, we use our “ Arrows ” which 
are gospel messages oi bright colored 
cardboard about the size of a circus ticket. 
The crowd eagerly reach for them, not know- 
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ing what they are ; as all have a short mes- 


sage on them they get the gospel whether they 
want it or not. On one side is a catchy title 
such as ‘“‘ How to become rich,” ‘‘ Boycott,” 
“ One thing you may be sure of,” ‘ Are you 
inat?” “ What's in a name,” “Altrec drink 
On the other side is an appropriate gospel 
message. They are read and kept.. After 
using ten thousand on a circus day we have 
not found many thrown away. 


IS ANY GOOD ACCOMPLISHED ? 


Yes, you get the gospel into the hands of 
thousands. Coming as it does unexpectedly, 
there is a double force in it. We have 
known of souls saved through this work, 
and have heard of many interesting results. 
If you bring ten thousand people face 
to face -with the question of their soul’s 
salvation that is ‘pretty good for one 
day. We are not responsible for results, 
they are in God’s hands. After the parade 
we returned to our preaching stand and 
caught the returning crowds. This service 
lasts for an hour or two with crowds number- 
ing generally over a thousand. In the after- 
noon we went 


TO THE CIRCUS GROUNDS. 


After the show began we worked with the 
employees of the circus. They have few gos- 
pel privileges, and seem to appreciate the per- 
sonal talks, and eagerly took our tracts. As 





AS ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF CIRCUS EMPLOYEES ARE ENGAGED DURING THE 
PERFORMANCE, A MEETING IS HELD ON CIRCUS GROUNDS, ATTENDED BY 
CIRCUS MEN AND HANGERS ON. 
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there is always a crowd of hangers on who are 
not going into the circus we hold a service for 
them. After the show was over we took our 
stand on a box a few yards from the entrance, 
far enough away so as not to interfere with the 
side shows. 


WE ALWAYS LEFT OUR MINISTERIAL 
COAT AT HOME 


on such occasions. We wore a slouch hat, 
and with a bag over our shoulder such 
as the fakirs carry, no one ever took us 
for a missionary. As the people flocked out 
from the tent we would snap the “ Arrows ” 
and call out some of their titles, ‘‘ Everybody 
get one of these little cards before you go off 
the grounds. Here is one entitled the “ Irish- 
man and the Bumble Bee” another, ‘‘ David’s 
Advice to his Son,” ‘He is Coming ”’ ‘Taking 
a Drop.”” The people would crowd around 
eagerly and as we handed out the cards we 
gave short personal messages. At the same 
time a little farther on our co-worker would 
have the picture up, and be speaking to a 
large crowd. 


AT NIGHT WE USED THE “ ARROWS” 


with the crowds and ended up the day about 
midnight, by going to the place where the 
wagons were being loaded on the cars, and 
working with the circus men. What was 
accomplished? Thousands heard the gospel, 
many of whom would not hear it in any 
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other way. We have never seen signs of 
deeper conviction stamped on the faces in 
an audience than at these meetings. We 
\ave never been more conscious that the 
Spirit was speaking through us and carrying 
home the message than on such occasions. 


WE KNOW OF SOULS SAVED. 


It is a fruitful field of labour. We hope 
this may lead some one to work the 
crowds on “Circus Day.” Possibly the right 
man may be led to follow this work the 
country over. Any of the large circus 
companies would gladly give such a worker 
board and transportation for the good he 
might do among their own men if he were a 
worker of the right sort. 
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The Cross of Christ at 


the County Fair. 


®}HE county fair offers one of the best 
opportunities for evangelistic open air 
GL work. The old time fair is a thing 
of the past. In those days John Ploughman 
sent his choicest stock, his fattest pigs, his big- 
gest pumpkins, and a sample of his fruits and 
vegetables. Mrs. Ploughman moulded her 
butter into a bust of George Washington, and 
put her latest pattern of patch work on exhibi- 
tion in Floral Hall. On the day of the fair the 
big wagon was loaded with good things to eat 
and drink, and all the Ploughman family 
started for the grounds, Reaching the fair, 
John Ploughman looked over the stock, 
guessed on the 





WEIGHT OF THE PRIZE PIG, 


and talked politics. Mrs. Ploughman swapped 
recipes for raised cake, and canvassed for her 
candidate for President of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, The little folks drank pink 
lemonade, bought. peanuts and toy balloons. 
At night they returned home tired out, and for 
days talked of the “‘doin’s” at the fair. The 
present day fair has degenerated. The cattle 
exhibit and the fat pigs are still there, Floral 
Hall, with its patchwork and amateur art gal- 
lery remains unchanged, But there is the race 
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course with its betting and gambling, th> 
wheels of fortune, and 


THE “THREE CARD MONTE MAN.” 


The pink lemonade is still in evidence, but 
there is evidence of something from a still 
that’s more dangerous being sold. Side shows 
with raised platforms outside where free exhi- 
bitions of indecent dancing and half dressed 
performers lure to the entertainment within, 
Young men and women, and pure innocent 
children are brought into close contact with 
the depraved crowds, gathering and listening 
to the coarse indecent jokes of the fakirs. 
The whole thing in many places is very 
demoralizing, yet many thousands attend. 


THE DEVIL HAS HAD A MONOPOLY 


of the county fair these last years. Now and 
then some church enters the field with an ice 
cream booth, or serve dinners for the “‘ benefit 
of the organfund.” The time has come when 
the church of God should seize this opportu- 
nity to reach crowds of unsaved. Many a 
country pastor has told us that the county fair 
was the cause of much back-sliding among his 
membership, and was a time to be dreaded. 
For the sake of the flock and of the perishing 
multitudes this work should be taken up. 


HAVE A CHURCH OR CHRISTIAN 
ENDEAVOR TENT, 


with chairs where people could sit and rest, 
or eat their lunch. Cover the sides of the 
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tent with gospel messages. Have a_ barrel 
of free ice water at the door. Hold fre- 
quent song services, followed by short gospel 
talks. You will find a crowd of ready 
listeners. Have some of the young men at 
the door to give attractive tracts to the passer 
by, and to invite the people in. Have a table 
with the Moody colportage books, scripture 
text cards and song books for sale. 


AN OPEN AIR SERVICE 


can be held where the crowd is_ thickest. 
We have had large crowds stand hour 
after hour listening to the gospel, have seen 
them turn away from the side show, and 
the race course to listen. We have seen the 
penitent tear in the eye, and had many 
enquire the way of salvation. 

We would talk till tired out, then rest and 
begin again or open our bags and offer our 
tracts and Arrows. We would go over the 
grounds placing in each of the wagons a 
bundle of tracts. Here and at the race course 
we used 


OUR WINNING CARD, 


a card with the regulation playing card back, 
but instead of the spots on its face a gospel 
message, Standing on our box we would 
hold up a handful of these cards, backs to the 
audience and say, ‘‘ Everybody must get one 
of these “ Winning Cards;” there are two 
sides to everything, there are two sides to 
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these cards. You don’t see the best side, but 
if you want one, there it is.” Then we would 
scale the card out over the heads of the people 
and it would drop into someone’s outstretched 
hand. Hundreds would be given out in this 
way and were sure to be carried home and 
shown to others. 


HERE WE USED OUR GOSPEL CHECKS. 


They are about the size of a quarter of a 
dollar and are nickle and gilt and very attract- 
ive. We would hold up a handful of these 
shining checks and say, “ It is usual at. some 
meetings to pass the hat. We are going to 
do it here at the close of the service only 
instead of asking you to put something into 
the hat, we will ask you to take out one of 
these little souvenirs to take away with you. 
They are not quarters nor 


FIVE DOLLAR GOLD PIECES, 


but you want to get one, and all who are 
here at the close of the meeting may have 
one.” Then we would go on with the 
service and people would stand for an hour 
to get one of those checks. They have 
a gospel message and will be shown to 
many and carried as pocket pieces. You get 
at more unsaved people in a day than you 
would get into your church in the whole year. 
You stand out against the general tendency to 
evil. We have seen the character of a fair 
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changed by a small band of gospel workers. 
Why not take up this work at your county 
fair ? 


THE DEVIL WILL BE THERE 


to ruin souls. Let Christ have at least one rep- 
resentative there trying to save souls. Mr. 
Conservative will say, ‘It’s no place for such 
things.” Then its no place for the church to 
establish eating booths, its no place for church 
people to frequent. We believe this to be 
true, but so long as almost all the church 
members in the locality do go, and many of 
the churches are eager to seize this opportunity 
for the sake of 


THE ALMIGHTY DOLLAR, 


why may not some earnest christian seize 
it as an opportunity to save a soul, or at least 
to stand out as a testimony for Christ in the 
midst of a gainsaying world ? 
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Do You Belong to the A. O. 
G. F? 


[HICH being interpreted means Ancient 
4 Order of Gospel Fishermen. It was 
ESCA) instituted by our Lord when He said 
to His disciples ‘‘ Follow me and I will make 
you fishers of men.” If you want to catch 
fish you must go where the fish are. We 
throw out our hook and line in the prayer 
meeting where the fish are scarce, and where 
they have been fished for so long they won’t 
bite, while all around us are pools full of fish. 
The lesson the church of God needs to learn 
1s to push out to. these fishing grounds. The 
Saviour’s parting command was “Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” G-O never spells STAY. 

We have a pulpit committee, a pew com- 
mittee, a flower committee, a festival commit- 
tee and a lookout committee. We need one 
more, 





A GO OUT COMMITTEE. 


We need more religion in the S-O-L-E, 
the kind that will send us out to the non- 
church goers. Nowhere is the sinner com- 
manded to go to church, but everywhere 
the church is commanded to go to the 
sinner. Go out and compel them to come 
im. The christian who refuses to obey the 
divine commission to ‘“ Go-out” will soon 
get spiritual ‘‘ Gout.” 
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JOIN THE PUSH OUT SOCIETY. 


Let those who will, putter around trying to 
amuse a dying world with donkey parties and 
clothes pin socials, but for the sake of the 
perishing, push out with the gospel to those 
who will never come to the house of God 
to hear it. When we were children we used 
to lock our fingers together and say, 


‘* Here's the church, 
There’s the steeple, 
Open the door 
And see the people.”’ 


Then we would unlock the hands and show 
row of fingers to represent the people. It’s 
not so now. 


“*Here’s the church, 
With its’ fairs and dinners, 
Open the doors, 
Where are the sinners?”’ 


They are outside and if they are ever 
reached we must go to them. There are in 
every community men and women who will 
never come asking the way to Christ; they 
will surely spend eternity in hell unless some 
one goes to them and shows them the way to 
Jesus. 

“How to reach the masses” is a question 
often up for discussion. We had a quaint old 
preacher holding meetings with us, who had 
solved the problem. The first night his sub- 
ject was, “How to reach the moral man” 
He said the way to reach the moral man was 
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to ach him. The second night his subject 
was ‘‘ How to reach the drunkard,” the third 
night, ‘““How to reach the saloon keeper,” 
and his answer each time and through the 
week was, “‘ the way to reach people was fo 
reach them.” That’s it, reach them, go for 
them. 


AN OLD SCOTCH PREACHER SAID 


“It’s not so much the non-church goers, as 
the non-going church, that troubles me.” 

The church that goes out after the unsaved 
will be a growing church. 


The christian with a Go 
Is the christian that will Grow. 


We do not read of 
CROWDS THRONGING THE SYNAGOGUES 


to hear Jesus, but by the lakeside, wayside, 
hillside, and in the desert, multitudes thronged 
Him. He reached the masses because—He 
had not far to reach. He went among them. 
His mighty works with one or two exceptions 
were performed outside the synagogue. The 
leper by the wayside, the woman by the well, 
Zaccheus in the tree top, the thief on the 
cross would never have heard His gracious 
words had they been delivered only in the 
synagogues. If we would follow in the steps 
of our Master, we must obey His divine com- 
mission and go. We cannot make a mistake, 
its “to every creature’? we are sent. We 
want to go into this work as 
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THE IRISHMAN WENT INTO THE FIGHT. 


Wherever he saw a head he hit it. It is 
“in season, out of season’’ only two times to 
do the work. You can’t make a mistake if 
you only are ‘‘in season ”’ or ‘‘ out of season.” 

Be alive to your privileges and responsibili- 
ties or God will bring you into judgment. 

Roland Hill said, ‘People accuse me of not 
sticking to my subject. 1 don’t mind that so 
much, so long as I stick to my object, that of 
winning souls. This is the same grand work, 
that brought the Son of God from heaven, 
the business that He bequeathed to each fol- 
lower for He says: “ As thou hast sent me 
into the world, even so have I also sent them 
into the world.” That is, just as God the 
Father sent Jesus into the world, so Jesus 
sends his followers. We must be alive to this 
work. 


DEAD SAINTS WILL NOT CATCH LIVE 
SINNERS. 


It takes live saints to catch dead sinners— 
dead in sin. If we go to sinners we will find 
many ready to come to Christ. The follow- 
ing incidents occurring on a short trip we 
took, will illustrate this. On reaching Wash- 
ington I enquired of a man the way to the 
Capitol. He directed me. I thanked him 
and said, “I am a stranger here and don’t know 
the way but if you wanted to know the way 
to heaven I could tell you. Jesus is the Wav 
the Truth, the Life. I hope you are on the 
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way?” “No, 1am not, I have often thought 
I should like to become a christian; but I 
don’t know how to begin.” ‘Would you 
like me to show you the way?” He said he 
would and right there I opened my testament, 
made the way plain and there he accepted 
Christ. We stepped one side and had prayer 
and 


HE WENT AWAY REJOICING. 


The same afternoon in the park I asked a 
young man if he could tell me about a certain 
house. He said he could not, he was a 
stranger, I said, “I am a stranger too. | 
hope you are not a stranger to Christ, that 
you know Him.”’ He said that He did not, 
in the sense in which I spoke, that he had been 
brought up by christian parents but had 


NEVER GIVEN HIMSELF TO CHRIST. 


He knew it was the best way, the right thing 
todo. After a little talk, he said he would 
accept Christ. We went aside and knelt in 
prayer, he yielding himself to Christ. Here 
were two, ready to come to Christ. We 
spoke to others who were not, but all received 
the message kindly. 

Going further South, a tall mountaineer 
came into the car, and began to question us. 
He said, “You’re a stranger in these parts 2” 
We said, “Yes.”’ “From the North?” “Yes,” 
“You're a traveling man, ain’t you?” We 


OPEN AIR WORKERS HAND BOOK. 79 





replied that “we traveled quite a little.” 
“What’s your line?” said he. “I’m in the 
fish business,”’ said I. “The fish business?” 
he questioned, somewhat surprised. ‘“‘ Yes,” 
] replied. ‘The wholesale fish business ?” 
“Yes,” said J, ‘the Lord Jesus has called me 
to be a fisher of men, and I’ve got a line out 
for.you.”” Then followed an earnest conver- 
sation in which I believe the man determined 
to follow Christ. Show your interest in a 
soul and they will become interested in their 
own salvation. Even the most degraded will 
respond to your love for their soul 

Some years ago I got a woman out of one 
of the 


MULBERRY BEND DIVES IN NEW YORK. 


She was a poor wretched drunken creature, 
covered with filth and vermin. 1 took her to 
the Florence Mission of which | was then ~ 
superintendent. We reached the mission 
about two o’clock in the morning. I called 
my wife, who got up, dressed and came down 
into the chapel. Taking her seat by the 
woman she began to tell the poor drunken 
creature of God’s love. 


WITH A GROWL LIKE A BEAR 


_ She said, ‘‘ What dol care about the love of 
God up in heaven. What I want is some one 
down here to love me.”” My wife went on to 
say that she loved her soul. With another 
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growl she turned on her and said, ‘‘ You say 
you love me? What do people who love each 
other do when they meet? don’t they put 
their arms around each other and kiss each 
other? When I came here you didn’t put 
your arms around me nor kiss me. Now you 
say you love me— : 


THEN KISS ME,” 


and she put her dirty mouth, reeking with 
rum and snuff up to my wife to be kissed. 

Now my wife is not one of the kissing kind. 
I have difficulties there myself sometimes. | 
knew the devil had taken her on her weakest 
point. I had seen her under many trying 
circumstances, and she had not failed, and I 
prayed she might not fail here. Without a 
moment’s hesitation she put her arms around 
the woman and kissed her, who without 
another word 


FELL ON THE FLOOR CRYING TO GOD. 


for mercy, and rose up a redeemed woman. 
It was the earnest desire for her salvation, on 
the part of another that won her. When we 
are wiiling to go to the unsaved, and plead 
with them to come to Christ we will find 
everywhere many just waiting for the invita- 
tion. This is the experience of many soul 
winners that we know. Why not yield your- 
self to God to be used of Him for the salva- 
tion of souls. Write out the following 
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covenant, sign it, put it where you will see it 
daily, depend on the filling of the Spirit to 
help you, then with prayer and the Word of 
God seek to save some. 


COVENANT. 


To-day I yield myself to God to be used by Him in 
Saving souls. 

With or without a zeal and love for souls, with or 
without courage, with or without seeing results, I wil 
keep right on praying for, and speaking to people 
about their great need, and of Jesus the Mighty to 
Save. 


§2 OPEN AIR WORKERS HAND BOOK. 





A RESUME OF SEVEN 
IMPORTANT POINTS. 


We hope our readers who intend doing 
open air work may make a thorough study of 
the book, but in order that the most important 
points may not be overlooked, we have con- 
densed them here where they can be taken in 
at a glance. 

wwe 

(1.) Don’t fail to hold your service 
right where the people are. See page 8. 

(2.) Don’t form singers in a circle. 
See page 21. 

(3.) Don’t sing the old familiar songs 
at beginning of service. See page 22. 

(4.) Don’t forget that the speaker 
Should stand so as to be above the people. 
See page 24. 

(5.) Don’t fail to win your crowd by 
thanking them at the close of the song service 
for their attention. See page 29, 

(G.) Don’t open your meeting with 
~ vocal prayer. See page 19. 

(7.) Don’t keep Bible in sight. See 
page 35. 
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QUALIFICATIONS 


OFA 


FIRST CLASS 


Open AIR WORKER. 


HE SHOULD HAVE 


The Love and Compassion of Christ. 

The Perseverance of Noah. 

The Faith of Abraham. 

The Pluck of Joshua. 

The Strength of Sampson. 

The Musical ability of David. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 

The Patience of Job. 

The Backbone of Daniel. 

The Voice of John the Baptist. 

The Zeal of Paul. 

If you haven’t ALL these qualification, don’t 
let that deter you from taking up the work. 
Start in with what you have; God will give 
you more. He has promised to use the fool- 
ish things, the weak things, the base things, 
and things which are despised, and even things 
that are not, to bring to nought things that 
are, so that if you have these latter qualifi- 
cations, you may be sure of God’s blessing 
on your labour. 
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GOSPEL 
MEGAPHONES. 


INDISPENSIBLE FOR 





OPEN AIR WORK. 





3 SIZES. 
PRICE, 50c. $1.00. $3.00. 








FOR COUNTING ATTENDANCE 


AT MEETINGS. 





AUTOMATIC COUNTER. 
NIvVSV SNIDS3E N3SHL 
OOOL OL L WOY4S SLNNOD 


PRICE POST PAID, $2.50. 
H. B. GIBBUD, - SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 








TRACTS THAT 
PEOPLE ¥ ¥ 
WILL READ. 


THE BEST WE KNOW OF 
FOR OPEN AIR WORK. 











Goa of 


HIGHWAY AND BY-WAY 
TRACTS. 


THE BLACK CROOK. 
THE BARBER KEPT ON 
SHAVING. 
REDNEY OF MULBERRY BEND. 
ALL I TOUCH TURNS TO GOLD. 


PUT THE BABY TO BED ONCE 
IN A WHILE. 


PILOT OR PIRATE ? 
ROMANS THREE. 








These are 4 page leaflets. 
$3 per thousand. 50c per hundred. 
Assorted if desired. 


Suse the thing for the crowds. 





H. B. GIBBUD, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 








WAYSIDE 
SHORT, SURE, WORK. 


SHARP : 
GOSPEL MESSAGES, 
PRINTED ON BRIGHT 
COLORED CARD BOARD 





They have catchy, attractive titles, that 
command attention. 
They all honour the Word. 


THEY ARE SOUL WINNERS. 
There are 54 kinds, and they are sold equally 
assorted. Cheap enough to scatter broadcast. 


. 20 thousand cost $9.00, express not paid. 
10 66 be 5.00, ch (73 
Single thousand, 1.00, postpaid. 








GOSPEL NOVELTIES. 


Metal Checks. 


The size of a quarter. 





NICKLE CHECKS. GILT CHECKS. 
One side: One side: 
** What will you do “A Free Drink.” 


with Jesus ?”’ 
The other side: On the other side: 


“ Life is short, ‘ ‘ 
Death is sure, Whosoever will, 


Sin is the cause, let him take the 
Christis the cure.” | water of life freely.” 


THESE TAKE EVERYWHERE. 








$5 per thousand. 
75¢c per hundred, assorted, if desired. 


H. B. GIBBUD, - SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


THE 


Saint’s Sword 
AND 
Sinner’s Solace. 


By H. B. GIBBUD. 


TRAINING CLASS 
TALKS. 


A little book full of 


HELPFUL HINTS AND 
PRACTICAL POINTS FOR 
WANT-TO-BE WORKERS. 








CONTENTS : 


How to deal with the different characters met with 
in personal work. 

What scriptures to use in dealing with souls. 

References printed in full, carefully selected for 
easy memorizing. 

How to work in the enquiry room. 

Bird’s-eye view of the Gospel of John, etc., etc. 


Every leader in Christian work knows that the 
difficulty in every field isto get the rank and file of 
Christians at work. This little book will help to 
overcome that difficulty. Organize in connection 
with your Church or Mission, Young People’s Soci- 
ety or Sabbath School, a Training Class; use this 
Saint’s Sword as a text book, and you will soon find 
your people will havea love for souls, and know how 
to win them. It isa good book to put in hands of 
the unsaved, or persons seeking Christ. 


Vest pocket size, cloth bound, 25c. Paper cover, 15c, 
Paper covered books, $1.50 per dozen. 
50 copies, $6. 100 copies, $10. 


H. B. GIBBUD, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
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